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I NEVER flatten or merge my layers.  Doing so is "destructive" to you image... mainly meaning that
once it is done, and you work out of your allotted number of undos... you can not go back and edit.  I
personally create my images one layer at a time and I never flatten.  I will have a "mask"., "shoe",
"hat", etc. layer and they stay that way until I am finished.  

Of course, we all work in different ways... and each person's process works for them... I was just
letting you know how I work.... When I work. 
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